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CarkCarkCarkCarkCarkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Parkarkarkarkark
Environmental Learning CenterEnvironmental Learning CenterEnvironmental Learning CenterEnvironmental Learning CenterEnvironmental Learning Center
950 NW Carkeek Park Rd, Seattle, WA 98177-4755
Phone: 206-684-0877 Fax 206-364-4685
Visit us online at wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks!

Hours of operationHours of operationHours of operationHours of operationHours of operation
Monday – Friday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Holiday closuresHoliday closuresHoliday closuresHoliday closuresHoliday closures
January 19, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday
February 16, Presidents’ Day

Program registrationProgram registrationProgram registrationProgram registrationProgram registration
Mail-in registration begins December 29
Walk-in registration begins January 5

Program datesProgram datesProgram datesProgram datesProgram dates
January 5 – April 17

Location:Location:Location:Location:Location: Carkeek Park is located in northwest
Seattle and is accessed by heading west on NW
110th street from 3rd Ave NW. The park is open
from 6 a.m. – 10 p.m. daily. The Education Center
is located just inside the main gate entrance and is
open Monday – Friday from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

PPPPPark amenitiesark amenitiesark amenitiesark amenitiesark amenities include Learning Center, Play
Area, Picnic Shelters, Trail System (including ADA
accessible trails), View Meadows and Beach Access,
and Salmon Spawning Creeks.  Call 206-684-4081
for picnic shelter reservations.

PPPPPark rules: ark rules: ark rules: ark rules: ark rules: Dogs are allowed in the park but must
be on leash at all times. No dogs are allowed on the
beach or in the wetlands. Walkers and joggers are
encouraged to enjoy our extensive trail system. No
bikes are allowed on forest trails; however, paved
roads allow for great rides!

YYYYYou can makou can makou can makou can makou can make a difference!e a difference!e a difference!e a difference!e a difference!
The Advisory Council is a group of citizens dedicated
to the enrichment of our community. Its support
enables us to offer a variety of programs and services
for people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds.
Our Advisory Council is always looking for new
members. Meetings are held on the fourth Monday
evening of every month to talk about programs,
policies, and financial issues. Citizen direction and
participation are vital to our continued success.
Advisory Council members also create scholarship
opportunities through grant writing and other
fundraising activities. If you’d like to get involved,
please contact our staff.

Most classes, workshops, sports, special events,
and facility rentals are funded through the Advisory
Council rather than through Seattle Parks and
Recreation. Revenues generated through program
fees offset program costs to make Advisory Council
activities self-sustaining. We rely heavily on
program participation, donations, and
contributions to buy, repair, maintain, and upgrade
program equipment and supplies.

Professional staffProfessional staffProfessional staffProfessional staffProfessional staff
Ken Bounds, Superintendent
Herbye White, Recreation Support Director
Charles Sablan, Enviromental Learning Centers

Manager
Pam Banks, Education Programs Supervisor
Brian Gay, Naturalist
Beth Miller, Watershed Outreach Specialist
Michelle Allen, Recreation Leader
Nancie Jaramillo, Maintenance Leader

CarkCarkCarkCarkCarkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Park Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Council
Current members include:
Executive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive Board: Peter Marx, President; Dale
Johnson, Vice President; Dean Fournier, Secretary;
Lex Voorhoeve, Treasurer. General MembersGeneral MembersGeneral MembersGeneral MembersGeneral Members:
Shirley Anderson, Carey Chaplin, John Fisher,
Carolyn Kruse, Russ Kurtz, Nancy Malmgren,
Gudrun Murti, Linda Sawyer, Ron Schaevitz,
Robert Stark, and Cynthia Wilson.

MissionMissionMissionMissionMission
Seattle Parks and Recreation will work with all
citizens to be good stewards of our environment,
and to provide safe and welcoming opportunities
to play, learn, contemplate, and build community.

E-Brochures are available!E-Brochures are available!E-Brochures are available!E-Brochures are available!E-Brochures are available!
In keeping with our environmental stewardship
policies, we’re trying to reduce the amount of
paper we use. We invite you to visit our web site at
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks. You can find this brochure
information online.

SuggestionsSuggestionsSuggestionsSuggestionsSuggestions
We welcome your ideas. If you want to suggest a new
class, or if you have an idea you think would benefit
us or our community in general, please let us know.

Interested in teaching?Interested in teaching?Interested in teaching?Interested in teaching?Interested in teaching?
We’re always looking for top quality instructors to
offer unique courses. We choose class offerings based
on participants’ interest and space availability. If you
have a special talent, skill, or knowledge you would
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like to share with others in a class or workshop
format, please talk to a member of our staff.

Anti-discriminationAnti-discriminationAnti-discriminationAnti-discriminationAnti-discrimination
As a matter of policy, law, and commitment, Seattle
Parks and Recreation does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, sex, marital status, sexual
orientation, political ideology, age, creed, religion,
ancestry, national origin, or the presence of any
sensory, mental or physical handicap.

Accommodation for people withAccommodation for people withAccommodation for people withAccommodation for people withAccommodation for people with
disabilitiesdisabilitiesdisabilitiesdisabilitiesdisabilities
We will make reasonable accommodation, upon
request, for people with disabilities. For sign
language interpretation, auxiliary aids or other
accommodation, please call 206-615-0140 or TDD
206-684-4950. Please allow 10 working days’
advance notice. If a class or activity is scheduled in
an area not accessible for wheelchairs, we will
make every effort to help you find a similar
program in an accessible location.

RentalsRentalsRentalsRentalsRentals
For information about room rentals, please view our
facility rental brochure. (http://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://www.seattle.gov/.seattle.gov/.seattle.gov/.seattle.gov/.seattle.gov/
parks/reservations/facrentalguide.htmparks/reservations/facrentalguide.htmparks/reservations/facrentalguide.htmparks/reservations/facrentalguide.htmparks/reservations/facrentalguide.htm)

More informationMore informationMore informationMore informationMore information
For information about Parks and Recreation facilities,
recreation programs, picnic shelters, and scheduling,
please visit our web site at wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks.seattle.gov/parks, or
call our Public Information line, 206-684-4075. For
more information about senior adult programs, please
call 206-684-4951; and for information about special
population programs, please call 206-684-4950.

PPPPPaymentaymentaymentaymentayment
You can pay for classes and other activities by mail,
in person during regular facility hours.  Please
make checks and money orders out to our Advisory
Council. Please note: Payment is due when you
register, unless we have indicated otherwise. If
your check is returned for insufficient funds, your
registration will be cancelled until you pay the
amount due, plus a $20 fee (cash only). We are
working on a system that will make online
registration available in the future.

FFFFFees and chargesees and chargesees and chargesees and chargesees and charges
Our Advisory Council provides the programs and
activities listed in this brochure under an agreement
with Seattle Parks and Recreation. Fees collected by
the Advisory Council are used to offset the cost of
providing the programs. Program charges include

user fees paid to Seattle Parks and Recreation to
defray operating costs. People 60 and older are not
charged these user fees unless there is a stated senior
fee for a particular class. Class and program fees
include Washington State sales tax where applicable.

RefundsRefundsRefundsRefundsRefunds
It is the policy of Seattle Parks and Recreation and
the Associated Recreation Council that:
• Anyone who registers for a class, camp, special

event or program that is cancelled for any reason
by Parks and Recreation or the Advisory Council
will receive a full refund.

• Anyone who registers for a day camp, trip, over-
night camp, special event, or facility rental, and
who requests a refund 14 days or more before its
start (or before the second session of a class), may
receive a refund minus a service charge.

• Anyone who registers for a day camp, trip,
overnight camp, special event, or facility rental,
and who withdraws from the activity fewer than
14 days before its start (or after the second
session of a class), will receive no refund.

• Please read the entire policy, #7.16, for specific
information.

ScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarships
Our Advisory Council wants to ensure that our
activities, classes and sports are available to
everyone, regardless of their ability to pay. The
Council may choose to offer scholarships for
qualified applicants. To apply for a scholarship,
please talk to a member of our staff.

WWWWWaiting listsaiting listsaiting listsaiting listsaiting lists
We will create waiting lists for all filled classes. Please
be sure to sign up if you are interested in a class that
is full, because class openings often become available.
If demand is high, we will try to form another class.
Please contact us for space availability.

Class cancellationsClass cancellationsClass cancellationsClass cancellationsClass cancellations
To cover the cost of providing a program, we need a
specific number of participants. If too few people sign
up for a class, we must cancel it. We’ll notify you (at
the latest) one or two days before the class start date.
When possible, we’ll postpone a cancelled class for a
week to allow for more enrollments; if the class
minimum is not met by then, we’ll have to cancel it.

ConfirmationsConfirmationsConfirmationsConfirmationsConfirmations
Sorry, we cannot confirm class registration by mail
or phone, but we will notify you by phone if your
class is postponed or cancelled.
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Science, Nature & The EnvironmentScience, Nature & The EnvironmentScience, Nature & The EnvironmentScience, Nature & The EnvironmentScience, Nature & The Environment

Birthday PBirthday PBirthday PBirthday PBirthday Party Party Party Party Party Package atackage atackage atackage atackage at
CarkCarkCarkCarkCarkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Parkarkarkarkark
Celebrate your child’s birthday at one of the coolest,
grooviest places in Seattle...Carkeek Park! The
birthday party package includes a 1½-hour long
naturalist led program (outdoors) geared toward
your child’s nature interests, and one hour use of
the Learning Center for your social gathering, gifts
and refreshments after the nature program.

Pick from themes like Earth’s Secrets, Animal
Homes and Tracks, Wetlands Walkabout, Fantastic
Forests, Salmon Stories, Bugs Rock!...or...tell us
what your child is interested in and we’ll tell you if
we can develop a program.

Two weeks advance notice needed in most cases.
Preschool 3 – 5 yrs:Preschool 3 – 5 yrs:Preschool 3 – 5 yrs:Preschool 3 – 5 yrs:Preschool 3 – 5 yrs:

$80 for up to 10 kids, $120 for 11 – 20 kids.$80 for up to 10 kids, $120 for 11 – 20 kids.$80 for up to 10 kids, $120 for 11 – 20 kids.$80 for up to 10 kids, $120 for 11 – 20 kids.$80 for up to 10 kids, $120 for 11 – 20 kids.
School Age 6 – 12 yrs:School Age 6 – 12 yrs:School Age 6 – 12 yrs:School Age 6 – 12 yrs:School Age 6 – 12 yrs:

$100 for up to 15 kids, $130 for 16 – 30 kids.$100 for up to 15 kids, $130 for 16 – 30 kids.$100 for up to 15 kids, $130 for 16 – 30 kids.$100 for up to 15 kids, $130 for 16 – 30 kids.$100 for up to 15 kids, $130 for 16 – 30 kids.

Eye WEye WEye WEye WEye Wonder Programsonder Programsonder Programsonder Programsonder Programs
1 – 10 kids1 – 10 kids1 – 10 kids1 – 10 kids1 – 10 kids $35$35$35$35$35
11 – 20 kids11 – 20 kids11 – 20 kids11 – 20 kids11 – 20 kids $70$70$70$70$70

A splendid mixture of sensory, exploratory and
animal programs provide your pre-school children
with a deeper look at the natural world in a fun
and interesting way. Introduce them to natural
wonders with our one-hour-long programs Mice
and Monsters, Earth Secrets, and Collecting it All.
Ask your pre-school or kindergarten if they’ve
heard about Eye Wonder.

Please call at least 3 weeks in advance of your
preferred trip date to schedule a program.
Age: Preschool & Kindergarten ageAge: Preschool & Kindergarten ageAge: Preschool & Kindergarten ageAge: Preschool & Kindergarten ageAge: Preschool & Kindergarten age

Nature Discovery Group ProgramNature Discovery Group ProgramNature Discovery Group ProgramNature Discovery Group ProgramNature Discovery Group Program
1 – 15 kids1 – 15 kids1 – 15 kids1 – 15 kids1 – 15 kids $65$65$65$65$65
16 – 30 kids16 – 30 kids16 – 30 kids16 – 30 kids16 – 30 kids $130$130$130$130$130

Nature Discovery is a unique, adaptable ecology
activity series that integrates with your classroom
or community group science, language arts and
environmental programs. These two-hour-long
programs meet the Washington Essential Academic
Learning Requirements and support National
Science Foundation kit-enhanced programs.
Programs can be adapted and brought to your
school or a park, lake or nearby green space.

Please call at least 3 weeks in advance of your
preferred trip date to schedule a program.

WWWWWater Catchment & Rater Catchment & Rater Catchment & Rater Catchment & Rater Catchment & Reuse –euse –euse –euse –euse –
Harnessing a Natural ResourceHarnessing a Natural ResourceHarnessing a Natural ResourceHarnessing a Natural ResourceHarnessing a Natural Resource
$10$10$10$10$10

Learn how to capture our Northwest rain to use as
a resource while you help protect our fragile
ecosystems and streams. Join Michael Spillane
from Herrera Environmental Consultants, Inc., as
he describes how water catchment systems work.
Learn about the components that are applicable to
both residential and business use, see how catch-
ment systems are designed, and take a closer look
at the design elements and performance of the
catchment system at Carkeek Park Environmental
Learning Center.
Sat, Mar 6Sat, Mar 6Sat, Mar 6Sat, Mar 6Sat, Mar 6 10:30 a.m. – Noon10:30 a.m. – Noon10:30 a.m. – Noon10:30 a.m. – Noon10:30 a.m. – Noon

VVVVVoices Woices Woices Woices Woices Within Nature: Along theithin Nature: Along theithin Nature: Along theithin Nature: Along theithin Nature: Along the
River/Echoes of Canyon de ChellyRiver/Echoes of Canyon de ChellyRiver/Echoes of Canyon de ChellyRiver/Echoes of Canyon de ChellyRiver/Echoes of Canyon de Chelly
AdultsAdultsAdultsAdultsAdults $10$10$10$10$10
YYYYYouth (under 16)outh (under 16)outh (under 16)outh (under 16)outh (under 16) $8$8$8$8$8

Join Gary Stroutsos, international recording artist,
for an evening of music and slides. Performing on
Native American and Chinese flutes, Gary weaves
delicate melodies which give life and spirit to
traditional cultures and places. Hear and feel Gary’s
journey inside the Canyon de Chelly, one of the
most sacred sites of the Navajo people.

This event is great for the entire family and youth
are especially fascinated by the diversity of flutes in
animal shapes and the sounds they make.
Fri, FFri, FFri, FFri, FFri, Feb 20eb 20eb 20eb 20eb 20 7 – 8:30 p.m.7 – 8:30 p.m.7 – 8:30 p.m.7 – 8:30 p.m.7 – 8:30 p.m.
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Nature Journal WNature Journal WNature Journal WNature Journal WNature Journal Workshops in Carkorkshops in Carkorkshops in Carkorkshops in Carkorkshops in Carkeekeekeekeekeek

Nature WNature WNature WNature WNature Writing –riting –riting –riting –riting –
YYYYYour Nature Journalour Nature Journalour Nature Journalour Nature Journalour Nature Journal
$10$10$10$10$10

“What is happening outdoors, this particular
season, this time of day, and in this
particular place where I live?” Write
it down and describe how it makes
you feel. Nature journaling is a
great way to explore your
thoughts and feelings while you
enjoy the wonders of nature
around you.
Instructor: Brian GayInstructor: Brian GayInstructor: Brian GayInstructor: Brian GayInstructor: Brian Gay
WWWWWed, Mar 3ed, Mar 3ed, Mar 3ed, Mar 3ed, Mar 3
7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.

Phenology – the Calendar of LifePhenology – the Calendar of LifePhenology – the Calendar of LifePhenology – the Calendar of LifePhenology – the Calendar of Life
$10$10$10$10$10

Blooming wildflowers, migrating birds, spawning
fish, flashing fireflies, thunderstorms, falling leaves,
harvest moons, frozen ponds, birth and death are
all part of the cycles of life that we experience each
year. Keeping track of cyclical events like these
from year to year and how they relate to the
weather patterns is in a large part what phenology
is all about. In this segment, gain a keen eye for
these phenomena and immerse yourself more
deeply in the land, water, and air around you. We
will look for seasonal guideposts, identify plants
and animals in their seasonal forms, and learn the
best use of field guides.
WWWWWed, Fed, Fed, Fed, Fed, Feb 4eb 4eb 4eb 4eb 4 7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.7  – 9 p.m.

WWWWWalks, Talks, Talks, Talks, Talks, Talks, and Talks, and Talks, and Talks, and Talks, and Toursoursoursoursours

CarkCarkCarkCarkCarkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Park Historyark Historyark Historyark Historyark History
FreeFreeFreeFreeFree

Carkeek Park will be celebrating its 75th year as a
park in 2004. To honor the event and to honor the
Piper Family, who first settled in the area in 1889,
Mark Gunlogson, great-great-grandson of local
pioneers A.W. and Minna Piper, will share stories
and treasured memorabilia of his family. Hear about
Miss Lillie Piper who was one of the first graduates
of Seattle High School in 1886 and Miss Tillie Piper
who was one of Seattle’s first art teachers. View
early paintings of Carkeek Park’s historic Piper
Orchard done by Miss Tillie. Also learn about what
has been done to preserve the Orchard for all to
enjoy! This will be an evening to remember!

For more information, contact Nancy at 206-363-
4116. Sponsored by CWCAP in cooperation with
Carkeek staff and the Piper’s Creek Watershed
Interpretive Project.
Thurs, Mar 25Thurs, Mar 25Thurs, Mar 25Thurs, Mar 25Thurs, Mar 25 7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.

FFFFFamily Program – Seeingamily Program – Seeingamily Program – Seeingamily Program – Seeingamily Program – Seeing
Through the Eyes of a CougarThrough the Eyes of a CougarThrough the Eyes of a CougarThrough the Eyes of a CougarThrough the Eyes of a Cougar
Join Wilderness Awareness School instructors to
learn how to move silently and secretly through the
forest! The cougar will help teach us routines of
safety and awareness, so that our time in nature
can be relaxing and comfortable, and spent
enjoying the natural world around us.

Call Wilderness Awareness School’s Office at 425-
788-1301 to register.
Sat, Mar 20Sat, Mar 20Sat, Mar 20Sat, Mar 20Sat, Mar 20
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
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Earth Day 2004 at CarkEarth Day 2004 at CarkEarth Day 2004 at CarkEarth Day 2004 at CarkEarth Day 2004 at Carkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Parkarkarkarkark
FreeFreeFreeFreeFree

Register now to participate in the Earth Day
Cleanup of Carkeek Park! Group activities include
Piper’s Creek Watershed cleanup, recycling,
delivery of conservation messages to watershed
residents, storm-drain stenciling. Contact Nancy at
206-363-4116 to register.
Sat, Apr 24Sat, Apr 24Sat, Apr 24Sat, Apr 24Sat, Apr 24 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Helping to ProtectHelping to ProtectHelping to ProtectHelping to ProtectHelping to Protect
Our Natural ResourcesOur Natural ResourcesOur Natural ResourcesOur Natural ResourcesOur Natural Resources
FreeFreeFreeFreeFree

Did you know there has been a big loss of critters
that inhabited the saltwater beach at Carkeek Park?
Did you know the biggest problem in sustaining a
salmon run in Carkeek Park are the volumes of
storm water coming into the park? Do you also
know that these natural resources can be saved?

Hear Carkeek Park Naturalist Brian Gay’s vision for
the new Carkeek Park Marine Reserve. Hear Tom
Dempsey speak about how he changed his front yard
into a Salmon Friendly Garden. Find out about the
Beach Naturalist and the Salmon Friendly Neighbor
programs and how you can become involved in
protecting Carkeek’s natural resources. Sponsored
by CWCAP in cooperation with Carkeek Park and
the Piper’s Creek Watershed Interpretive Project.
Call Nancy at 206-363-4116 for more information.
Thurs, Jan 22Thurs, Jan 22Thurs, Jan 22Thurs, Jan 22Thurs, Jan 22 7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.7 – 9 p.m.

Trees for Salmon Planting DayTrees for Salmon Planting DayTrees for Salmon Planting DayTrees for Salmon Planting DayTrees for Salmon Planting Day
Plant neighborliness and give some elbow-grease
for the Piper’s salmon when we plant trees and
other ground covers on the annual Trees for
Salmon planting day.

Your home is a watershed and you share it with
many neighbors. Among them are the finned
champions of ocean to urban migration, the Piper’s
Creek Chum and Coho Salmon stocks.

With help from Swanson’s Nursery staff, Parks and
Recreation staff and other watershed volunteers we
will plant useful native plants all over Carkeek
Park. These plants provide shade, homes and
nutrients for salmon, wildlife and other plants. The
plants are supplied through an annual holiday

plant donation program offered by Swanson’s
Nursery. Thanks to Swanson’s for partnering with
Carkeek Park to help the salmon!
Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24Sat, Jan 24 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.10 a.m. – 4 p.m.10 a.m. – 4 p.m.10 a.m. – 4 p.m.10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
FreeFreeFreeFreeFree

CarkCarkCarkCarkCarkeek Trails Week Trails Week Trails Week Trails Week Trails Work Pork Pork Pork Pork Partiesartiesartiesartiesarties
FreeFreeFreeFreeFree

Looking for exercise, camaraderie, fun, and a way
to help in the community? Join the Carkeek Park
Trails Group as they improve, enhance and maintain
the beautiful trails system in Carkeek Park.

Upcoming Work Party Dates: Jan 17 & Feb. 21

Call Cynthia Wilson at 206-781-2263 to register or
for more information.
Age: Adult and youth over 12 yrs oldAge: Adult and youth over 12 yrs oldAge: Adult and youth over 12 yrs oldAge: Adult and youth over 12 yrs oldAge: Adult and youth over 12 yrs old
9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

RRRRReforestation Weforestation Weforestation Weforestation Weforestation Work Pork Pork Pork Pork Partiesartiesartiesartiesarties
Help us keep Carkeek green! Work parties to
remove invasive species, plant native flora and
reforest this great treasure of a park.

Next work party dates: Feb. 14 & Mar. 13

Contact Lex Voorhoeve at 206-706-1009 to find out
more information.

VVVVVolunteer and Stewardshipolunteer and Stewardshipolunteer and Stewardshipolunteer and Stewardshipolunteer and Stewardship
OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities
The Carkeek Watershed Community Action Project
invites volunteers to work on the Salmon to Sound
Trail, the Salmon Friendly Garden, monitor water
quality, recruit Salmon Friendly Neighbors, feed
chum fry, support Earth Day activities and advocate
for salmon and water quality improvements. Contact
Nancy Malmgren at 206-363-4116 to get involved.

Environmental StewardshipEnvironmental StewardshipEnvironmental StewardshipEnvironmental StewardshipEnvironmental Stewardship

FFFFFacility Racility Racility Racility Racility Rentalsentalsentalsentalsentals
Interested in hosting a private party, conference,
meting or other event? The Environmental
Learning Center has a 60-person capacity and
is available for rent until 9 p.m. most evenings.
Call 206-684-0877 for prices and additional
information.
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HeadwatersHeadwatersHeadwatersHeadwatersHeadwaters
provides a forum for
communication and
discussion of local
watershed issues.
Headwaters is a free
newsletter produced by
the Pipers Creek
Watershed Project, a
collaborative program of
Seattle Parks and Seattle
Public Utilities.

HEADWATERS

HEADWATERS
HEADWATERS
HEADWATERS
HEADWATERS

HEADWATERSHEADWATERS

Rain Barrels and CisternsRain Barrels and CisternsRain Barrels and CisternsRain Barrels and CisternsRain Barrels and Cisterns
What Do They Have to Do with Salmon?
(Excerpted from the Carkeek Environmental Learning Center’s How-To Tips series)

There are a lot of roofs in the Piper’s Creek WThere are a lot of roofs in the Piper’s Creek WThere are a lot of roofs in the Piper’s Creek WThere are a lot of roofs in the Piper’s Creek WThere are a lot of roofs in the Piper’s Creek Watershed. atershed. atershed. atershed. atershed.  Rain and
storm water falling onto roofs, streets, and into ditches and storm drains
goes directly into the creek without treatment.  In our urban watershed that
can mean flooding problems for us as well as impacts to the stream and the
salmon in the creek below.

Rain water flowing over pavement moves ten times faster than in a forest.
This causes erosion and results in silt and topsoil flowing into the creek.
The increased flow can destroy salmon redds (or nests), and sediment can
clog gravel beds suffocating the eggs and disturbing the natural cycle of our
salmon.  During rains we also see increased amounts of non-point pollution

(pollution that originates from various areas and uncontrolled sources -a little bit here and a little bit there).
Examples of this include improperly disposed oil, pesticides from yards, dirt and even pet waste.

Why WWhy WWhy WWhy WWhy Waste It?aste It?aste It?aste It?aste It?  In Seattle, where our summers can be very dry and winters very wet, collecting our rain
makes good sense for water conservation as well as for protecting our fragile urban streams. By disconnecting
your downspouts from the storm drain system and diverting storm water from your roof into your landscape
or into a catchment system you can significantly help “slow the flow” of storm water runoff.  You can use this
water before it picks up pollution from the watershed.  When you use it in your landscape it returns to the
natural water cycle, feeding the critical underground spring that recharge Piper’s Creek in the dry months.

It’s not hard.  Generally  Generally  Generally  Generally  Generally, storm water collection or catchment systems (such as cisterns and rain, storm water collection or catchment systems (such as cisterns and rain, storm water collection or catchment systems (such as cisterns and rain, storm water collection or catchment systems (such as cisterns and rain, storm water collection or catchment systems (such as cisterns and rain
barrels) are very simple.  When it rains, lots of water runs off your roofbarrels) are very simple.  When it rains, lots of water runs off your roofbarrels) are very simple.  When it rains, lots of water runs off your roofbarrels) are very simple.  When it rains, lots of water runs off your roofbarrels) are very simple.  When it rains, lots of water runs off your roof, along the roof, along the roof, along the roof, along the roof, along the roof ’s gutters and’s gutters and’s gutters and’s gutters and’s gutters and
down your downspouts.  Ideallydown your downspouts.  Ideallydown your downspouts.  Ideallydown your downspouts.  Ideallydown your downspouts.  Ideally, the downspouts then , the downspouts then , the downspouts then , the downspouts then , the downspouts then either carefully direct this water out into the
landscape or they empty the water directly into a rain barrel or cistern.

Rain barrels usually hold less than 100 gallons and are relatively small.
Cisterns typically hold over 500 gallons and can take up a substantial
amount of room.  Both are usually made of tough, inert plastic.

At the new Carkeek Environmental Learning CenterAt the new Carkeek Environmental Learning CenterAt the new Carkeek Environmental Learning CenterAt the new Carkeek Environmental Learning CenterAt the new Carkeek Environmental Learning Center     (CELC) we
have two 50 gal. rain barrels and a 3,500 gal. cistern to catch the rain
water running off the roof.  The water from the rain barrels is used to
water our Salmon Friendly Landscape and the water from our cistern is
used to flush the building’s toilets and irrigate our grounds.

While collecting the water in the cistern is a relatively simple thing,
plumbing it to the toilets was more complicated.  Seattle Public Utilities
provided funding for a special design that was needed to make sure that
the system would work and meet code requirements.

UPCOMIING:  RoofUPCOMIING:  RoofUPCOMIING:  RoofUPCOMIING:  RoofUPCOMIING:  Roof-----WWWWWateraterateraterater
Catchment class.Catchment class.Catchment class.Catchment class.Catchment class. Taught by
the designer of the new
catchment system at the
CELC, this class will provide
in-depth catchment systems
information including a
detailed tour of the CELC
system, materials sources,
and local code / permitting
issues.

TTTTTo find out more stop by and see all the sustainable features of the new CELC or call 206-684-0877.o find out more stop by and see all the sustainable features of the new CELC or call 206-684-0877.o find out more stop by and see all the sustainable features of the new CELC or call 206-684-0877.o find out more stop by and see all the sustainable features of the new CELC or call 206-684-0877.o find out more stop by and see all the sustainable features of the new CELC or call 206-684-0877.



Give us a call directly at:

206–684–0877206–684–0877206–684–0877206–684–0877206–684–0877

Carkeek Park
Environmental Learning Center

950 NW Carkeek Park Rd.
Seattle, WA 98177-4755
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MakMakMakMakMake Check Pe Check Pe Check Pe Check Pe Check Payable to: Carkayable to: Carkayable to: Carkayable to: Carkayable to: Carkeek Peek Peek Peek Peek Park Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Councilark Advisory Council
Mail to:Mail to:Mail to:Mail to:Mail to: Carkeek Park Environmental Learning Center

950 NW Carkeek Park Rd
Seattle, WA 98177-4755
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